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PAGE 01 BOGOTA 05515 131257Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 
PA-02 ICA-20 SP-02 SS-15 NSC-05 /069 W 

040257 131401Z/64 

R 122044Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8472 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 5515 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SOPN, CO, US 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC OPINION AND INFORMATION: FAVORABLE PRESS 
REACTION TO AMBASSADOR VAKY'S APPOINTMENT 

1 . THE INFLUENTIAL LIBERAL DAILY "EL TIEMPO", IN AN EDITORIAL 
OF JUNE 10, 1978, ENTITLED "A WISE NOMINATION", COMMENTS POSI- 
TIVELY ON THE APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSDOR VARY AS ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR LATIN AFFAIRS, AND PRAISES THE AMBASSA- 
DOR AS THE PROPER PERSON FOR THE JOB. AN UNOFFICIAL TRANS- 
LATION OF THE EDITORIAL FOLLOWS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE POLICY OF PRESIDENT CARTER TOWARD LATIN 
AMERICA, FLUCTUATING BETWEEN UTOPIAN PROPOSALS AND A FRANK 
IGNORANCE OF REALITY, HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY APPOINTMENTS 
WHICH ARE NOT ALWAYS FITTING IN REGARD TO THE PERSONS CHARGED 
WITH DIRECTING THE FRIENDLY INTERCHANGE AMONG THE NATIONS 
WHICH MAKE UP OUR HEMISPHERE. FOR THIS REASON, THE APPOINTMENT 
OF VIRON VARY AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTERAMERICAN AFFAIRS 
IS UNDOUBTEDLY APPROPRIATE. AMBASSADOR VARY WAS THE REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES IN COLOMBIA FOR A LONG TIME, 

AND, LATER, REPLACED TERENCE TODMAN IN VENEZUELA (SIC). 

THE COMPLEX GAMUT OF LATIN AMERICAN PROBLEMS IS WELL 
KNOWN BY AMBASSADOR VARY. OF IMPORTANCE IS NOT ONLY THIS 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIVERSE ASPECTS OF THE REGIONAL LIFE, BUT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 BOGOTA 05515 131257Z 

ALSO HIS MANNER OF HARMONIZING WITH THEM, STUDYING THEM, 

AND SEEKING WITH REAL INTEREST SOLUTIONS INTENDED ALWAYS, 

TO PUT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND LATIN ON A 

PLANE OF EQUALITY AND UNDERSTANDING. THOSE WHO KNEW HIM 

WELL DURING THE TIME THAT HE HEADED THE EMBASSY IN BOGOTA, 

KNOW THE INTELLIGENT AND STRICT FORM IN WHICH HE 
CARRIED OUT HIS MISSION. MORE SO, IF IT IS RECALLED THAT 
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IN THOSE DAYS THE DIFFICULT SOLUTION TO THE PANAMA CANAL 
PROBLEM, A MATTER IN WHICH COLOMBIA PLAYED A VITAL ROLE 
IN BRINGING IT TO A GOOD END, BEGAN TO DEVELOP. AMBASSADOR 
VARY UNDERSTOOD FULLY THE ROLE WHICH HE COULD DEVELOP AS A 
MEDIATOR, AND MUCH IN THE FINAL AGREEMENTS IS OWED TO HIS 
EFFORTS. 

IT CAN BE SAID, WITHOUT FEAR OF EQUIVOCATION, THAT 
VIRON VARY WAS-AND IS-THE APPROPRIATE PERSON FOR THIS VERY 
POSITION, BECAUSE OF HIS INTELLIGENCE AND HIS DILIGENT 
AMERICANIST FERVOR. WE LATIN AMERICANS CONGRATULATE OURSELVES 
THAT IT IS HE WO HAS RISEN TO THE MOST IMPORTANT POSITION IN 
THE NORTH AMERICAN HIERARCHY IN REGARD TO RELATIONS 
WITH LATIN AMERICA. IN VARY, WE FIND A PERSON WHO PROFOUNDLY 
UNDERSTANDS THE LATIN AMRICAN REALITY, AS WELL AS AN UNDER- 
STANDING AND GREAT CITIZEN AND GOOD FRIEND OF COLOMBIA. 

VIRON VARY CAN REALIZE SO MANY AND SUCH GOOD THINGS FROM 
HIS NEW POSITION, THAT WE MUST CONGRATULATE OURSELVES, AS 
COLOMBIANS AND LATIN AMERICANS, FOR THE ASTUTENESS OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER IN CHOOSING MR. TODMAN'S SUCCESSOR. END TEXT. 

3. AMBASSADOR VARY'S APPOINTMENT ALSO HAS BEEN COVERED 
ROUTINELY IN WIRE SERVICE STORIES. CLIPPINGS BEING 
POUCHED TO EMBASSY CARACAS. 

DREXLER 
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